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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
It can be difficult and challenging to plan for the funeral of a loved one in the 
midst of personal grieving.  Our Parish staff is well aware of this, so please know 
that we are here to guide you through the planning process and to be of service 
to you in whatever ways that we can in order to make it less burdensome on you.  
We want to respect your private sadness while also recognizing that a funeral 
Mass or service is a public act of worship whereby the community of God’s people 
gathers together in prayer for the deceased as well as for those who grieve.  The 
funeral rites, when carefully planned and carried out, have the capacity to affirm 
our belief in Jesus’ promise of eternal life and help us find hope and peace in our  
grief and pain.    
 
You are invited to help the priest and members of the parish staff adapt and 
personalize the funeral rites in a way that meaningfully conveys the Church’s 
consolation while reflecting the faith, life and personality of the deceased.  In 
choosing the scriptural readings, designating family members or friends as 
readers, selecting the hymns, and by providing the priest with a better 
understanding of the life of the deceased, families help to provide this special 
meaning to the funeral rites.  
 
  Know that you are in our prayers now and in the days ahead.  
 
 
 
St. Michael the Archangel 

  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
                                                                                                                                                          
Planning the Funeral Liturgy  
 
All funerals in the Catholic Church are conducted according to the Order of Christian Funerals.    
This is because a Catholic funeral is an event that involves the whole Church community.  While 
the funeral does take place according to this Order, we invite the family and loved ones of the 
deceased to  be  involved  in  making  certain  decisions  about  the  funeral  liturgy.  The following 
information and guidelines are to help you complete the Funeral Liturgy Planning Aid that is 
included at the back of this booklet so that you can  be  prepared  when  you  come  to  meet  
with  the Pastor, Parish Secretary, and Director of Music about the funeral liturgy.   
 
Music  
 
Saint Michael’s has on staff a Director of Music and can hire professional cantors if solos are 
requested.  They are the only musical personnel permitted to play during the Mass.  If the DoM 
is unavailable a professional substitute will be procured by the DoM. The Director of Music is the 
only person you may speak to regarding liturgical music. There  are instances  in  the  liturgy  
where  you  can  choose  music  and  we invite  you  to  make  your  selection  of hymns provided 
in this Liturgy Guide. 
 
Readings  
 
The Order of Christian Funerals normally includes a reading from the Old Testament  and  from  
the  New  Testament  in  addition  to  a  Gospel  reading and Psalm. The Psalm will be chosen by 
the Director of Music and sung. The Gospel reading will be chosen by the priest presiding at the 
liturgy.   
  
Family Participation  
 
If you so desire, you are welcome to select family and friends to participate in some of the 
ministries at mass by reading the readings during the Liturgy of the Word, and presenting the gifts 
for the Eucharistic Sacrifice.  If any family members are commissioned Lectors or Eucharistic 
Ministers, please let our staff know as they may be an integral part of the Liturgy. 
 
Curran Hall may be available Mon-Fri if you wish to have a reception after the Funeral Mass.   
Please contact Mary Gaines (Parish Secretary) for further information.  

 
 
 



 
THE FUNERAL LITURGY AT A GLANCE: 

 
INTRODUCTORY RITES 

 

 Greeting in the Narthex of the Church (Casket) or in front of the Altar (Urn) 

 Sprinkling with Holy Water & Placing of the Funeral Pall 

 Procession to the Altar (Congregational Hymn) 

 Opening Prayer 

 
        LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
 First Reading 

 Responsorial Psalm (Musician/s) 

 Second Reading 

 Gospel Acclamation (Musician/s) 

 Gospel Reading 

 Homily 

 Prayer of the Faithful 
 
                                                    LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST    

 Preparation of the Gifts (Congregational Hymn)                                                                    

 Eucharistic Prayer and Acclamations 
 

                                 Communion Rite 

 The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                        

 Rite of Peace 

 Fraction Rite 

 Communion (Congregational Hymn, Solo, or Instrumental) 

 Post Communion Prayer 
 
 

Final Commendation 

 Invitation to Prayer 

 Incensing of Casket/Urn 

 Final Commendation (Musician/s) 

 Final Prayer/Procession to the Place of Committal     

 
 
 

The Celebration of the 
Eucharist is omitted if 
Funeral Liturgy is not a 
Mass 



READINGS FOR THE FUNERAL LITURGY 
 

FIRST READING: 
From The Old Testament 

Please choose one of the following readings: 
 

OT1         2 Maccabees 12:43-46: He acted in an excellent and noble way as he has the  

resurrection of the dead in view. 
OT2         Job 19:1, 23-27a:  I know that my Vindicator lives. 

OT3L       Wisdom 3:1-9 (long form):  As sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. 

OT3S       Wisdom 3:1-6, 9 (short):  As sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. 
OT4         Wisdom 4:7-15:  An unsullied life, the attainment of old age. 
OT5         Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9:   He will destroy death forever. 
OT6         Lamentations 3:17-26: It is good to hope in silence for the saving help of the Lord. 

OT7         Daniel 12:1-3:  Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake. 

 

Second READING: 
From The New Testament 

Please choose one of the following readings: 
NT1         Romans 5:5-11: Since we are now justified by his Blood, we will be saved through him. 

NT2         Romans 5:17-21:   Where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more. 
NT3L       Romans 6:3-9 (long form):   We too might live in newness of life. 

NT3S       Romans 6:3-4, 8-9 (short form):   We too might live in newness of life. 
NT4         Romans 8:14-23: We also grown within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the  

redemption of our bodies. 

NT5         Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39:   What will separate us from the love of Christ? 

NT6         Romans 14:7-9, 10c-12:   Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. 

NT7L       1 Corinthians 15:20-28 (long form):  So too in Christ shall all be brought to life. 

NT7S       1 Corinthians 15:20-23 (short form): So too in Christ shall all be brought to life. 

NT8         1 Corinthians 15:51-57:  Death is swallowed up in victory. 
NT9         2 Corinthians 4:14-5:1:   What is seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal. 

NT10      2 Corinthians 5:1, 6-10:   We have a building from God, eternal in heaven. 

NT11      Philippians 3:20-21:   He will change our lowly bodies to confirm to his glory. 

NT12      1 Thessalonians 4:13-18:   Thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

NT13      2 Timothy 2:8-13:   If we have died with him we shall also live with him. 
NT14      1 John 3:1-2:   We shall see him as he is. 

NT15      1 John 3:14-16  We know that we have passed from death to life because we  

love our brothers. 



MUSIC FOR THE FUNERAL LITURGY 
 
Music plays an important role in the funeral liturgy by uniting those present in heart 
and mind, and by expressing those thoughts and emotions that are difficult to 
express. If you wish to request some of the music for the funeral liturgy, please 
make as many as four selections from the list below.   
 
*If you do not wish to make any of the music selections, you may leave this up to 
the Director of Music. 
 

 607 - All Creatures of our God and King 

 956 - Alleluia, Sing to Jesus 

 890 - By All Your Saints Still Striving 

 988 - Dwellers in the Holy City 

 891 - For All the Saints 

 892 - For All the Saints Who’ve Shown Your Love 

 707 - I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

 527 - I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 867 - Jerusalem, My Happy Home 

 686 - Lord of All Hopefulness 

 708 - My Shepherd You Supply My Need 

 689 - O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

 993 - O Lord, You Died that All Might Live 

 663 - Seek Ye First 

 617 - Sing Praise to God for Friends 

 526 - Sing with all the Saint in Glory 

 945 - Taste and See 

 712 - The King of Love my Shepherd Is 

 511 - The Strife is O’er 

 938 - We Remember 

 641 - What Wondrous Love is This 

 886 - Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 
 
 
 
 
 



Funeral Liturgy Planning Aid 
 
Name of Deceased:_________________________________________________ 
 
Date/Time of Funeral:_______________________________________________ 
 

Language:_____________ Mass:☐  No Mass: ☐   

Casket: ☐  Cremation Urn: ☐  No Body Present: ☐ 
 

1. First Reading #:_________________________________________ 
 
Read by:_______________________________________________ 
 

2. Second Reading #:_______________________________________ 
 
Read by:_______________________________________________ 

 
3. Preparation of the Gifts 
 
Gifts brought forward by:_____________________________________ 
 

Music Selections 
 
Opening Hymn:___________________________________________ 
 
 
Offertory Hymn: __________________________________________ 
 
 
Communion Hymn/Solo:____________________________________ 

 
 
Recessional Hymn*:________________________________________ 

             *Only if No Body Present, for all others, Recessional will be instrumental. 

 
Words of Remembrance?     Yes      No     

 
 



Saint Michael the Archangel Catholic Church 
950 Trails Parkway 

Garland, Texas 75043 
 

Staff: 
 
Mary Gaines (972) 279-6581  x10 
Mary our Parish Secretary is the person you speak to in order to 
check availability of Father Joseph schedule. This should also be 
the first step the Funeral Home does in order to retain a date and 
time at Saint Michael’s. It is common for relatives of the 
deceased to want a reception in our Curran Hall after the Funeral 
Mass. Mary will be able to guide you through this process which 
includes fees and availability of our reception hall. A reception 
may only be scheduled Monday through Friday Mornings. 
 
Chris Widomski (972) 279-6581  x15 
Chris is our Director of Music and will assist you with planning 
Music and Liturgy and will collect your Funeral Liturgy Planning 
Aid. This must be turned in no later than one day before the 
funeral mass. The Music Dept Fee is $250. 
 
 

All Stipends, Hall Fees, and Planning Aid must be turned in 
No Later than 1 day before Funeral or Memorial Mass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Guides for Composing “Words of Remembrance” 
 
 
 
 Sometimes friends or relatives are asked to share by someone “words of 
remembrance” about the deceased loved one at the Funeral Mass.  This honor and 
privilege carries important responsibilities with it and in composing your reflection, 
we offer guidelines that are aimed at both enhancing and complementing the 
liturgy.  A funeral includes a homily (presented by the priest), and not a eulogy.  This 
is why we refer to what you will offer at the Mass as “Words of Remembrance” or 
a “reflection” rather than a “eulogy.”  Eulogy is Greek for “word of praise.” and 
during a funeral Mass, our focus should be directed towards God.  Since the focus 
of a Catholic funeral is on Jesus and his promise of eternal life, the common place 
“eulogy” is not part of our Catholic tradition and is not permitted at the funeral 
mass. 
 “It is most appropriate, when family and friends are gathered together for 
visitation, to offer time for recalling the life of the deceased. For this reason, 
eulogies are usually encouraged to be done at the funeral home during visitation 
or at the Vigil Service.” – from USCCB, Bereavement and Funerals 
 
 
The following page has some guidelines that you can review if you wish to 
contribute to the sacredness of the Funeral mass with “words of remembrance.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Guidelines For Composing The Words of Remembrance 
 

1.  The Words of Remembrance must be written out in their entirety.  
If possible, a copy should be provided to the priest during the wake 
service at the funeral home.  Sometimes even the best-intentioned 
speaker is overcome with emotion-this allows the priest or someone 
standing next to you to complete the reflection if the original 
speaker is not able to complete the words of remembrance. 
 

2. The Words of Remembrance should be limited to 3 minutes.  The 
time allotted to the words of remembrance should not detract from 
the order of Mass; also, the cemetery staff will be expecting the 
funeral party to arrive in a timely manner. 
 

3. Personal stories or comical anecdotes are not appropriate, and do 
not complement the sacredness of the church setting.  This type of 
“words of remembrance” is more appropriate for a reception, 
family gatherings, or even after or before the wake service. 
 

4. The Words of Remembrance are not about you, but rather, about 
the Christian life of the deceased.  While a personal story may be 
appropriate, the focus should not be on you.  If you plan to share a 
personal story, ask yourself, “How does this pertain to his/her 
flame of life in Christ or how does this story contribute to the 
sacredness of the Funeral liturgy?” 

 
5. Only one person should deliver the words of remembrance.  

Another family member or friend may stand next to you for support 
and comfort if needed. 

 


